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A 26-year-old primigravida with a spontaneously conceived 
monochorionic diamniotic twin pregnancy was diagnosed 
with an acardiac twin at 12 weeks (Fig. 1). She underwent 
interstitial laser under local anesthesia at 13 weeks (Fig. 2). 

The pump twin remained healthy on subsequent scans 
(Fig. 3). She went in spontaneous labor at 39 weeks and 
delivered a healthy baby boy weighing 3100 g with Apgar 
9/10.
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Fig. 1  2D (a) and 3D (b) ultrasound showing the acardiac fetus in MCDA twin pregnancy with twin reversed arterial per-
fusion (TRAP) sequence
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Fig. 2  Color Doppler showing (a) cord insertion of the acardiac fetus and (b) cessation of blood flow in the acardiac fetus 
following interstitial laser

Fig. 3  Post-interstitial laser-ablated acardiac fetus at subsequent 
anomaly scan
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